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GREEK LIFE AND LITERATURE TEST
Part I: Greek Life

Choose the best answer for each question.

1. The popular assembly of Athens open to all males over age 18 which met on the pnyx was known as the

a. boule

b. gerousia

c. prytaneis

d. ecclesia

2. A petasos was a 

a. month on the calendar
b. hat

c. class of citizen
d. ritual dance
3. A krater was used for

a. mixing water and wine

b. serving main dishes

c. holding perfume


d. a drinking cup

4. During this autumn festival, women commemorated Demeter’s search for her daughter Persephone with a night-time torch-lit ceremony.

a. Megaron

b. Anthesteria

c. Thesmophoria
d. Panathenaea

5. Which of the following came first, red- or black-figure pottery?

a. red figure


b. black figure

6. The strategos was the ___________ in the Greek army.

a. infantry man
b. cavalry man

c. low-ranking officer
d. general

7. Put these coins in order from LEAST to MOST valuable

a. mna; obolos
; talent; drachma

b. obolos; mna; drachma; talent

c. talent; mna; drachma; obolos

d. obolos; drachma; mna; talent
8. The members of the Athenian boule were chosen to serve the government for

a. one month

b. life


c. one year

d. five years

9. Which of the following is NOT one of the months in the Attic calendar?

a. metageitnion
b. boedromion

c. gamelion

d. polykleiton

10. The deipnon was the 

a. dining room

b. bedroom

c. courtyard

d. kitchen
11. This pre-Socratic philosopher is famous for his paradoxes, the most famous of which is “Achilles and the tortoise”.

a. Heraclitus

b. Thucydides

c. Parmenides

d. Zeno

12. The name of the Spartan council of elders was the 

a. gerousia

b. apella

c. boule

d. agoge
13. Men’s and women’s quarters were separate in the ancient Greek home, sometimes even being on separate floors.

a. true


b. false

14. What was the name of the drinking cup?

a. kylix


b. krater

c. amphisbos

d. lekythos
15. The legendary date for the beginning of the Olympic Games was

a. 753 BC

b. 813 BC

c. 334 BC

d. 776 BC

16. Praxiteles is famous for his

a. sculpture

b. painting

c. poems

d. generalship

17. The most important meal of the day to the ancient Greeks was

a. breakfast

b. lunch

c. dinner

18. The name or title potnia refers to a Mycenean ____.

a. goddess

b. courtyard

c. cloak

d. ceremony

19. Linear B was a writing system used by the 

a. Athenians

b. Phrygians

c. Myceneans

d. Phoenecians
20. The trireme was

a. an ancient garment worn during the month of Anthesterion
b. a special type of seafood dish cooked only in Athens, named for its three layers

c. a warship with three tiers of rowers 
d. a three-pronged fork used to spear fruit during the Dionysia

21. The winner of the Pythian games received a wreath of 

a. bay-laurel leaves
b. olive leaves

c. pine needles

d. wild parsley

22. Athens was most well-known for its military prowess with respect to the 

a. navy


b. army

c. cavalry

d. artillery

23. The drinking game played by the ancient Greeks in which the dregs of wine (sediment at the bottom of the cup) were flung at targets was known as

a. apomagdalia
b. kottabos

c. garon

d. trigon
24. In Athens, a resident alien who was not a citizen was called a
a. oikos

b. metic

c. helot


d. arete
25. What were tholoi?

a. helmets

b. tombs

c. a class of citizens
d. priests
26. The peplos was typically made out of 

a. wool


b. silk


c. cotton

d. linen

27. During this festival,Greeks carried  a wooden statue of Athena decorated in a newly-woven peplos to the Acropolis.

a. Eleusinia

b. Thargelia

c. Panathenaea

d. Anthesteria

28. The rectangular formation of troops developed by the Greeks which is composed of heavy infantry was called the

a. phalanx

b. chlamys

c. doryphoros

d. hetairos

29. These games were held at Corinth in honor of Poseidon.

a. Isthmian games
b. Olympic games
c. Nemean games
d. Pythian games

30. The all-male dinner event dedicated to drinking, entertainment, and sometimes philosophy was known as

a. symposium

b. kottabos

c. klinae

d. akratismos
31. Which of the following was not used by the ancient Greeks while dining?

a. plates

b. tables

c. knives

d. forks

32. During this religious festival dedicated to Apollo and Artemis, a pharmakos, or scapegoat, was chosen to expiate the sins of the whole community. This person was actually sacrificed in early times, and in later times just exiled.

a. Eleusinia

b. Pyanopsia

c. Thargelia

d. Dionysia

33. These games celebrated in the year before and after the Olympic games, and were said to have been founded either by Hercules, or as a funeral games for a child named Opheltes.

a. Nemean games
b. Pythian games
c. Isthmian games
d. Genesian games

34. This pre-Socratic philosopher was the founder of atomism.

a. Plato


b. Pythagoras

c. Leucippus

d. Thales

35. In Plato’s Symposium, Socrates, Aristophanes, and Alcibiades among others discuss the topic of ____.

a. love


b. war


c. poverty

d. politics
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36. The woman in figure 1 is wearing a

a. himation

b. peplos

c. strophion

d. exomis
37. The man in figure 2 is wearing a

a. chlamys

b. chiton

c. petasos

d. apoptygma
38. The vase to the right would best be described as

a. geometric style

b. proto-geometric

c. Hellenistic


d. Corinthian/Orientalizing

39. Thales declared that ________ was the basis of all things.

a. earth


b. water

c. air


d. fire

40. This philosopher espoused his beliefs by questioning others.  Though he is very famous, he never actually wrote down any of his own philosophical treatises.  He was eventually forced by the Athenian government to drink hemlock for the crime of corrupting Athens’ youth.

a. Plato


b. Aristotle

c. Socrates

d. Descartes

Part II: Greek Literature

Match the title of the Aristophanes play to the brief summary


41. Dionysus journeys to the underworld to meet the great playwright Euripides

42. The women of Athens refuse to give their husbands affection unless they stop the war

43. The gods leave men alone because they prefer War to Peace; War throws Peace in a great pit and she has to be rescued

44. A grumpy old man tries to learn philosophy to outwit his debtors; Socrates floats around in a basket  

45. This poetess was the only Greek female poet in antiquity; she was sometimes known as the “9th muse”.

a. Sulpicia

b. Aspasia

c. Sappho

d. Diotima

46. Which of the following is a work of Aristotle?

a. Nichomachean Ethics
b. Crito
c. Phaedrus

d. Symposium
47. What is the Greek name for actors?

a. hypocrites

b. choreuti

c. cothurnos

d. ierones
48. This author was known as “the father of history” as well as “the father of lies”.

a. Theocritus

b. Thucydides

c. Plutarch

d. Herodotus

49. This Spartan lyric poet wrote Pythian odes and odes in honor of the winners of athletic competitions.

a. Alcaeus

b. Homer

c. Pindar

d. Theocritus

50. The Iliad and Odyssey were most likely written down during the ____ century BCE.

a. 12th


b. 8th


c. 5th


d. 4th 

51. Aeschylus’ tragic play Agamemnon deals with 

a. heroic actions during the Trojan war
b. the Greek king is tricked by Hades

c. the commander’s return from the Trojan war   d. the deception of the witch Medea
52. Xenophon was most famous for this work describing the retreat of the 10,000 soldiers to the sea.

a. History of the Peloponnesian War

b. The Trojan War
c. Anabasis




d. Philoctetes
53. In the Iliad what was the name of the enemy maiden who was abducted by the Greek warrior Achilles as a war-prize, and then later taken by Agamemnon?

a. Chryseis

b. Iphigenia

c. Briseis

d. Cassandra

54. Sappho was a(n) __________ poet.

a. epic


b. lyric


c. didactic

d. pastoral

55. In his Histories, Herodotus describes a famous oracle solicited by the king of Lydia.  In this oracle, the king discovers that if he makes war on a neighboring king, “he would destroy a mighty empire”.  Ironically, it turns out that the mighty empire is his own.  What was the name of the Lydian king who solicited this oracle?

a. Xerxes

b. Agamemnon
c. Cambyses

d. Croesus 
56. This lyric poet from Mytilene, who wrote many drinking songs and invitations to drinking parties, is most famous for creating the metaphor of “the ship of state.” 

a. Anacreon

b. Pindar

c. Alcaeus

d. Horace

57. This playwright was most famous for his Theban saga, containing Oedipus Rex, Oedipus at Colonus, and Antigone.
a. Euripides

b. Sophocles

c. Aeschylus

d. Aristotle

58. The subject of Hesiod’s Theogony is

a. mythical metamorphoses


b. the birth of the gods

c. arete and hubris



d. a divine wedding 
59. Which of the following was an orator and prose speech writer?

a. Theocritus

b. Anacreon

c. Lysias

d. Pindar

60. Which of the following poets was NOT a lyric poet?

a. Hesiod

b. Archilochus

c. Anacreon

d. Pindar

61. The epic poems Iliad and Odyssey were written in the meter of 

a. Sapphic strophe
b. elegiac couplets
c. hendecasyllables
d. dactylic hexameter
62. This writer of tragedies wrote Electra, Medea, and Hippolytus.
a. Aristophanes
b. Euripides

c. Sophocles

d. Aeschylus

63. This author was exiled from Athens and wrote the History of the Peloponnesian War.

a. Thucydides

b. Herodotus

c. Xenophon

d. Plutarch

64. Which work begins with the word “menin”, translated as wrath, or rage?

a. Theogony

b. Iliad


c. Odyssey

d. Trachiniae
65. Greek plays began as a religious festival honoring which god?

a. Demeter

b. Hecate

c. Zeus


d. Dionysius

66. The Phrygian ex-slave who wrote fables containing animals and gods was 

a. Menander

b. Leucippus

c. Dionysius

d. Aesop

67. What disguise did Athena adopt in the Odyssey when she was helping Telemachus find his father?

a. Nestor

b. Outis

c. Antinoos

d. Mentor

68. Who was most famous as a writer of New Comedy?

a. Menander

b. Aristophanes
c. Aristotle

d. Sophocles

69. Herodotus’ Histories deal with the conflict between

a. Greece and Troy
b. Athens and Sparta
c. Greece and Persia
d. Italy and Greece

70. This great Athenian orator delivered the Philippics, concerning the rise of king Philip II of Macedon.

a. Demosthenes
b. Alcaeus

c. Alcibiades

d. Xanthippus
CONTINUE ON TO THE NEXT PAGE!!!                

Tie Breakers:

PLEASE MARK THE FOLLOWING AS # 96 – 100 ON YOUR SCANTRON.
96. The word economics is derived from two Greek words: nomos, meaning “law” and oikos, meaning ___.

a. money

b. women

c. house

d. employment

97. The word tragedy derives from Greek words which literally mean what?

a. “spring festival”
b. “hypocrites”    c. “release of emotions”
d. “goat songs”
98. The word used to describe the soft boots worn by tragic actors was

a. cothurnos

b. petasos

c. chlamys

d. ephebi
99. Which of the following is NOT part of the Oresteia of Aeschylus?

a. The Seven Against Thebes
b. Agamemnon
   c. The Choephore   d. The Eumenides
100. The entrance of the chorus, which is chanting a song about the main theme of the play was called the ________.

a. exodos

b. parodos

c. skene

d. eccyclema
Choices for 41-44


Clouds


Frogs


Lysistrata


Peace
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